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Everyone wants to attend industry conferences. I get emails and flyers galore 
about them. Most of them look interesting and fun! But, their price tag does not. 
We'd go broke attending them all. So here's a suggestion: 

Use Twitter to attend! Now, I'm not suggesting Twitter will reap you all the same 
benefits of attending an entire conference. But it will get you some of the 
highlights. 

Attending a conference using Twitter entails: 

• Finding good industry insiders on Twitter to follow. These are the peeps 
setting up conferences and/or creating content for them. Lots of times they 
are sharing some of their presentation through SlideShare in advance of 
the conference. If they don't share it before, they almost always do after. 
These insiders are also the ones tweeting about the conference for 
months in advance. Sometimes they ask questions of their followers for 
tips and ideas of what they should talk about in their presentation. What 
better way to get your specific questions asked, than answering their 
inquiry on Twitter? 

• Creating a Twitter list titled by the name of the event. Use this to keep 
track of the people talking about the event. It will also catch the eye of 
those people and might even get you a follow back. It's a great way to 
network. 

• Finding the hashtag for the event early. Don't miss out on anything by 
researching this the day before. I've noticed some conferences advertise 
the hashtag with the literature for the event. Or sometimes those industry 
insiders create the hashtag while they are busy talking about the event. 

• Keeping up with the tweets, while the event is happening. (Or schedule 
some time to do searches later). Some attendees live tweet entire 
sessions. Some of them blog about it afterwards. Twitter is a great way to 
"hear" what's happening in the event and to find bonus content tweeted by 



attendees and conference organizers. Sometimes this is time sensitive 
though. 

• Retweeting the important stuff. What better way to educate others on your 
list and network with other colleagues, than by sharing the info you 
learned by attending the conference virtually! 

• Asking questions. Why not try to find out more about a presentation or 
presenter by asking questions through Twitter? Some events even use 
Twitter as a way to get questions at the end of sessions. 

• Taking notes. Use your notes to keep track of ideas and tricks that you 
can use to grow your small business. Twitter moves so fast that 
sometimes its hard to go back and find the tidbit you are looking for. 

•  
Also-use Twitter to find out early about discounts for attending the real event. 
Because maybe you could attend in person after all! 


