
Book Description:

Olivia Brophie already feels betrayed because she hasn’t heard from her mom, who’s serving in the army 
in Iraq. And then, for no reason, her dad sent her to live with her crazy aunt and uncle in the middle of 
nowhere—the Florida scrub. It seems really boring there till bears follow her to school, coral snakes leave her 
gifts, and tree frogs start writing cryptic messages on her bedroom window.

Things really start to get interesting when Olivia discovers the giant insects called walkingsticks, that her 
uncle tenderly protects. After spending more time with him, she learns his wild ideas about a mysterious 
device that controls the laws of the universe. Turns out, he doesn’t know the half of it.

As her adventures continue, Olivia discovers a vast underworld city that holds the secrets of history as well as the 
way to the future. With the forces of evil at her heels, she finds a brilliant pearl and must use its power to discover 
her life’s ultimate destiny. Along with Doug, a local eco-nerd genius, and Gnat, her videogame-obsessed little 
brother, Olivia finds out that Florida’s nature has many stories to tell.

Christopher Tozier weaves his love of nature, and his leaning towards the fantastical, into a story that won’t 
soon be forgotten. Olivia Brophie and the Pearl of Tagelus is the first in a series for middle readers—since it’s 
got a heroine and a story that begs to grow. Children ages 8 and up will learn more than they realize about the 
beautiful nature found within Florida, while learning a little more about the changes life brings. 
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Introduce kids to the wonder of the Florida  
wilderness—without breaking a sweat.

Leave your map and hiking shoes behind and follow Olivia Brophie  
on a fantastical trek in this new novel for middle readers. 


